the fire in 1906 to its present size of more than 300,000 specimens. Numerous 
contributions, large and small, to the Alice Eastwood Herbarium Fund have 
been received, but other contributions are needed for the proper housing of 
this monumental collection in a Hall of Botany which shall be worthy of the 
City of San Francisco and the State of California. 


— 


Last Man Out 


A RECENT VISITOR to the Academy was Dr. S. A. Barrett, Emeritus Director 
of the Milwaukee Museum and now a resident of San Rafael, his boyhood 
home. Dr. Barrett had many entertaining stories to tell, most exciting of 
which was that he was the last man out of the Academy’s old Museum build- 
ing before it was destroyed in the catastrophe of 1906. He had submitted his 
Master’s thesis to Dr. A. L. Kroeber, then Curator of Anthropology in the 
Academy, now head of the Department of Anthropology in the University 
of California. There was only one copy in the world of that thesis and its 
author set out to rescue it. When he reached the Museum he found it va- 
cated—Miss Eastwood and her expressman-helper had already driven away 
with their precious load. Filled with anxiety, the student climbed precariously 
to the top floor of the partially wrecked building to rescue his thesis, only to 
find that Dr. Kroeber had been there before him and taken it and other 
manuscripts to a place of safety. Young Barrett thereupon slid down the ban- 
nister to the first floor, where he found his roommate arguing with the sol- 
diers in a stentorian voice, “You can’t dynamite this building. There are ten 
men up there on the top floor!” 
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A pril Announcement 


THE REGULAR APRIL MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held in the Assembly Room (third floor) of the San Francisco Public Library 
on Wednesday evening, April 2, 1941, at eight o'clock. 

The speaker of the evening will be Dr. Robert C. Miller, Director of the 
Museum and Steinhart Aquarium of the C California Academy of Sciences, 


whose subject will be 
MAN AND NATURE IN SOUTH CHINA 


Dr. MILLER spent two years in China as Visiting Professor of Biology in 
Lingnan University, Canton. While there he exeried on studies of he bird 
life of the region, and also of aquatic biology. In collaboration with Professor 
E A. McClure of Lingnan University he carried out an investigation of the 
biology and economics of the fresh-water clam industry of the Pearl River. 

With the aid of a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation he visited most of 
the seaports of eastern Asia to investigate the activities of marine wood-boring 
organisms, the amount of damage causa by them, and measures to be ics 
for their control, He spent some time on Hainan Island, a little-known region 
that has figured prominently in recent news dispatches. 

Dr. Miller’s work in the Orient brought him into contact with persons of 
high and low degree—men of science, artists, old-fashioned Chinese scholars, 
statesmen, generals, merchants, artisans, farmers, hunters, fishermen and 
clam-diggers. He gave particular attention to the relation of the people to 
their land—the way in which, through centuries of time, they have utilized, 
exploited, squandered, lost, and sometimes partially retrieved, their natural 
resources. He believes that there are important lessons to be learned by con- 
servationists elsewhere in the world from the long experience of Oriental 
peoples. The lecture will be illustrated with lantern slides from photographs 
taken by the spe ‘aker. 

The public i is cordially invited. 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


NOTICE is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its 
meeting, March 21, 1941, approved the application of Dr. Dwight L. Wilbur 


for MemBersuip in the California Academy of Sciences. If no objection to 
the election of this applicant be received at the office of the Academy within 
two weeks after March 27, 1941, he will be considered elected. 


THIRTY-FIVE YEARS AFTER 

‘THE COVER DESIGN of this issue of the News Lerrer will bring a nostalgic 
emotion to many persons who “remember when” the Academy’ s Museum 
was located at 833 Market Street, the present site of the Commercial Build- 
ing. That location, to which the Academy moved from its earlier California 
Street museum in 1891, was for fifteen years a vital center of scientific activity 
and civic interest. Then, on the 18th of April, 1906, there came disaster. A 
single day saw the destruction of a museum and a library that had been as- 
seule over a period of fifty years. Of thousands of books and specimens of 
almost priceless value, nothing was saved except what could be loaded into 
one spring wagon and carted to safety ahead of the fire. That anything at all 
was saved was due chiefly to the energy and resourcefulness of Miss Alice 
Eastwood, then as now Curator of Botany. Unmindful of anything except 
her beloved herbarium, Miss Eastwood hurried to the Academy, climbed the 
shattered marble staircase by holding to the iron railing and putting her feet 
between the rungs, and with the assistance of friends transferred the precious 
type collection of plants and the records of the Academy, first to her home, 
then when the fire threatened, to Russian Hill, and finally to Fort Mason. She 
lost all her own possessions—“Not a book was I able to save, nor a single 
thing of my own, except my favorite lens, without which I should feel help- 
less” —but through her effort the Academy possesses over 1,000 of the most 
valued plant specimens from the old herbarium, rare specimens and books 
from other departments of the Academy, and its cherished records going back 
unbroken to its first meeting in 1853. 

On that fateful day, if any member of the Academy had philosophically 
remarked that it would “all turn out for the best,’ his outraged associates 
might well have called on heaven to smite him with a falling brick. But after 
the lapse of thirty-five years it is evident that the institution has far exceeded 
any possibilities of expansion offered by the old Market Street location. Its 
collections today are many times as great as in 1go6. Its three buildings in 
Golden Gate Park provide over two acres of floor space, and the plant is not 
yet half completed. 

One of the most important of the Academy's projects for the immediate 
future, and closest perhaps to the hearts of Californians, is that of providing 
new and adequate quarters for the herbarium, which through Miss East- 
wood’s indefatigable effort has grown from 1,000 specimens she saved from 


